LOGO
										(City, Date)


To the Minister of Trade

Myanmar: First Anniversary of Military Coup d’état

NAME OF UNION calls on the EU to take stronger action, including withdrawal of EBA preferences 

Dear XXX,

On behalf of name of union representing XXX  workers in XXX industries in XXX, we are writing to you to express our grave concerns about the current situation in Myanmar on the occasion of the first anniversary of the military coup d’état on 1st February 2022.

Since the coup d’état, the military junta has arrested over 11,500 civilians, trade unionists, journalists, cultural workers, carried out 64 death penalties and killed more than 1,500 civilians, including at least 100 children, aged between 14 months and 17 years. 

Furthermore, a junta-controlled court recently sentenced two pro-democracy activists to the death sentence. Both activists were accused of leading and planning guerrilla attacks against the junta’s forces and their allies.

The United Nations estimates that there are more than 1.6 million internally displaced persons and refugees due to the conflict in Chin, Kachin, Rakhine and Shan States in Myanmar.  In addition, there are 241,000 refugees in Bangladesh, Malaysia and Thailand. 

Crimes against humanity continue unabated in Myanmar and the military junta wildly use punishment against different groups and abduct family members of those with arrest warrants. 
Under the circumstances, the international community, particularly the European Union, must stand up, take a stronger political stance and implement economic actions to stop this carnage!
Last October, a European Parliament resolution repeated “its call on the Commission to swiftly launch an investigation into the trade preferences that benefit Myanmar, especially regarding companies owned by members of the Myanmar military, in specific sectors and to keep Parliament duly informed of the steps to take”. 
The Resolution also underlined that “the enhanced engagement process had already been established in 2018, focusing on compliance with international human rights conventions and labour rights, and that the coup reversed the progress made during the democratization process, thereby undermining the conditions for granting EBA preferences”. 

We wish to underscore the fact that the EU is the third largest trading partner of Myanmar, after China and Thailand.  EU imports from Myanmar in 2018 totalled €2.3 billion, with around €250 million import duty savings thanks to Everything But Arms (EBA) preferences in 2018.
The EU’s Generalised Scheme of Preferences is supposed to help developing and least developed countries to alleviate poverty and create jobs, based on international values and principles, including labour and human rights. Trade unions support the aim of the Commission to use EU trade measures to improve working standards and conditions in developing countries, which should include the core ILO conventions as a bare minimum. 
Therefore, we call on your government:

· To stand up to the unacceptable brutal acts of the military junta in Myanmar and to take urgent stronger actions using its leverages on trade, particularly, but not limited to, withdrawing the granted EBA preferences;
· To recognize the National Unity Government (NUG) and support its accreditation vis-à-vis UN and its agencies;
· To urge the military junta to stop killing, detaining, torturing and intimidating its people, and immediately and unconditionally release all political leaders, workers, trade unionists and human rights defenders imprisoned in Myanmar; 
· To insist on the withdrawal of arrest warrants against trade union activities and labour activists based solely on their peaceful activities, and to demand an end to the attacks on freedom of association and freedom of expression in Myanmar;
· To urge other Member States of the European Union to take similar action and collectively come together to support joint EU action against the military junta. 


We anticipate your prompt answer and action.  
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